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• 4th Generation Family Farm (1914)
• 2019 Transition

• 300 Acres owned; 170 Acres Rented
• 380 “Tillable Acres”

• Dairy 1985-2007

• Hay, Corn, Edible Soybeans, Small Grains, 
Sunflowers, & Beef 2007-Present

Background
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Background

Google “Steve Siverling Cover Crops”
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• Sustainable / “Near Organic” since 1985

• 2011 – Organic-Compliant Crop Trials began
• Soybeans primarily

• 2016 – 54 Acres Rented Land transition began
• All hay ground began transition

• In 2018 2019, 120 Acres Certified Organic

• 2021 - 100% Certified Organic

Transition
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Tip #1 – It’s HARD!
• Permanent amputation of “Easy Button”

• Manage weeds without herbicide
• Provide NPK without synthetic fertilizers

• Perfectionist Farming in almost impossible

• Requires thinking, guessing, estimating, “gut” calls
• Push in the Clutch!

• Sometimes you fail
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Tip #2 – LEARN! 
• Read/Review/Watch 

EVERYTHING!

• Learn from others!
• Best Practices!!!

• Organic Farmers: 
Incredibly Open-
Minded
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Tip #2 – LEARN!
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Tip #3 – It Starts with the Soil
• Universally agreed upon in my research

• Have to understand the role of the Macros, 
Micros, OM, CEC, etc

• Tillage – “Thoughtful disturbance of the soil”
• Gary Zimmer

• Looking for a cultivation recipe that works every 
year?
• Don’t look here
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Tip #4 – Start Small!
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The Early Days!
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Getting Better!
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Getting Better!
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OOPS / OUCH!!
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Tools of the Trade!
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Lessons Learned!
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Lessons Learned!
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Lessons Learned!
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“Christmas” Day 2013!
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I <3 My Buffalo
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Best Invention EVER!
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Try New Things!
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Best Practices
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Sometimes you Fail Learn
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Cool Ideas that Actually Work
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Where I aspire to…
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…Where I actually am
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It’s All about the N
• I only know of three viable options

• Buy It! (e.g. Turkey Litter)

• Grow It! (e.g. Legumes)

• Generate It! (e.g. Cattle)

• Not all N is created equal

• Cannot grow enough in 3YRs
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It’s All about the N
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• FREE!!! – Online Research

• $100 – Reading Material

• $300 – Fuel / Admission for Organic Field Days

• $100 – Build Cultivator Wand

• $1000 – “Tune Up” row-crop (“corn”) planter

• $4000 – Buffalo Cultivator

• $3000 – Rotary Hoe with New Spiders

IF I HAD $8,500
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Questions?

Jared.Siverling@gmail.com


